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OPPOSITION QUESTIONS CHANCELLOR ON WALDHEI™M CASE 





AULLL158 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 1121 GMT 11 Mar 86 


[Excerpt] Vienna -- Today at a press conference OeVP Secretary General Graff asked 
Chancellor Sinowatz two concrete questions in connection with presidential candidate 
Waldheim: 


l. Is it true that in January the chancellor had someone “poking around™ for Waldhein's 
military registration card in the State Archives? 


2. Why did the chancellor not deem it necessary to mention Waldheim with even a single 
word in his speech at the United Nations on 22 October 19857 


If it were true that Sinowatz had Waldheim's military registration card located and 
taken out of the archives, this would be a monstrous deed and would point to an involve- 
ment of the chancellor in this affair. 


The fact that he did not mention Waldheim in his UN speech suggests that Sinowatz 
may already have known of the current campaign against Waldhein. 


Sinowatz’ Response 
AU111255 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 1148 GMT 11 Mar 86 


[Text] Vienna -- "I am fed up” -- these were the words with which Chancellor Sinowatz 
opened a press conference today dealing with the affair surrounding Kurt Waldhein. 


All accusations of the OeVP leaders that the SPO0e is behind the campaign against 
Waldheim were rejected by Sinowatz “most categorically.” The SPO0e will no Longer put 
up with these slanderous assertions. An OeVP which “has completely gone bananas 
wants to criminalize the SPOe. The assumption that the SPOe has influence on foreign 
and domestic media is ridiculous.” 


Sinowatz said that he learned about Waldheim's military registration card only from 
the newspaper. The SPOe has neither produced registration cards nor distributed or 
commented on them. In addition, he took notice of the fact that “not Waldheim, but 
his horse” was an SA member. 


Concerning OeVP Secretary General Graff's reproach that Sinowatz did not mention 
Waldheim in a speech at the UN General Assembly, the chancellor said that he did pay 
tribute to Waldheim at a subsequent reception. 


OFFICIAL SURVEYS TRADE PROSPECTS WITH CEMA 





AULO1759 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 8-9 Mar p 9 
[Special report by "HO"] 


[Excerpt] Vienna -- Economic efforts in the CEMA area will be further intensified, 
eaid Dr Friedrich Gleissner, head of the Department of Trade Policy and Foreign Trade 
of the austrian Federal Economic Chamber, at the “Eastern Europe” foreign trade 
conference in Vienna. 
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Gleissner stressed that the CEMA share in Austria's foreign trade has been relatively 
stable. Im 1955 it amounted to 9.9 percent of all exports, last year to 11.1 percent. 
The share in imports reached 9.4 percent and 10.5 percent respectively. In spite of 
antegration, Eastern Europe's share has also remained unchanged. 


At the beginning of the new 5-year plans for the 1986-90 period there are a few wncer- 
tainties concerning the future development of business. Furthermore, there are also 
uncertainties caused by personnel changes, which will have particular impact in the USSR. 
In the other CEMA countries there has been no such dramatic change in cadres. 


Austrian exports to the CEMA countries saw only a modest increase last year. This is 
due exclusively to the setbacks in the USSR and the GDR, where large-scale projects 
were finished in 1984. Im the other CEMA countries considerable growth rates were 
achieved. 
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BONN PROSECUTOR TO BEGIN PROCEEDINGS ACAINST KOHL 





LD111548 Hamburg DPA in German 1532 GMT 11 Mar 86 


[Excerpt] Bonn, 11 Mar (DPA) — The Bonn Public Prosecutor's Office intends to launch 
preliminary proceedings against Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl on suspicion of giving 
false testimony while not under 2ath. Johannes Wilhelm, spokesman of the Bonn Public 
Prosecutor's Office, announced today that Philipp Jenninger, president of the Bundestag, 
has been informed of this intention in accordance with the guidelines laid down for 
criminal proceedings. 


Thus there begins a period of 48 hours within which the Bundestag can refuse the 
initiation of preliminary proceedings. However, the Bundestag has hitherto never done 
so. 


The intended preliminary proceedings in Bonn go back to a private summons against 

Kohl broght by Otto Schily, a Greens deputy. Schily accused the federal chancellor of 
having denied against better judgment before the Flick investigating committee of 

the Bundestag at the end of 1984 the receipt of two payments totaling DM55,000. 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl told DPA he had anticipated for some time that preliminary 
proceedings would be launched in Bonn as well. There had been certain grounds for 
such an assumption which he did not want to comment on. 


Kohl, who spoke as he was leaving a meeting of the CDU/CSU parliamentary group, said 
he now hoped for a rapid, speedy and fair proceedings. His situation had not changed 
with the second preliminary proceedings. 


Government spokesman Friedhelm Ost said that since Otto Schily had divided his 
accusations against the chancellor, it was not surprising that preliminary pro- 
ceedings had been started in Bonn as well. Parallel proceedings were clearly intended 
by Shily. He wanted to misuse the affair for party political purposes. Ost 

emphasized Kohl had not denied at the interview with the State Prosecutor's Office 

in Bonn in 1982 having received donations for the CDU as party chairman. This was 

not unusual and corresponded to the practices in other parties, he said. 


Newspaper Comments 
DW121212 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER RUNDESCHAU in German 12 Mar 86 p 3 
[Editorial by "RR": "Bad Weather" |] 


[Text] The Bonn Public Prosecutor's Office will initiate preliminary proceedings 
against Chancellor Kohl on suspicion of having given false testimony while not under 
oath. Some unflinching optimists in Bonn may possibly have hoped until yesterday 
that at least this cup of sorrow might pass from the coalition; however, these days 
such people are not enjoying good times in Bonn. Bad weather coming from every 
direction is concentrating over the chancellor's head. 


Naturally, it is true that preliminary proceedings must be measured by the standards 
of a first suspicion, all elements of assumed innocence are valid, and no one may 
condemn Kohl. However, the problem of being incriminated and becoming the subject 
of talk cannot be eliminated with fierce attacks upon inadmissible “condemnation in 


advance." 





tw 
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The chancellor must face two proceedings with different accusations. The hope is 
unrealistic that the public prosecutor's offices will conclude their investigations 
in a hurry in both cases. They need more time than usual because officials know 

on what a hot seat they are sitting. Substantiation for discontinuing the proceed- 
ings or for preferring charges will be carefully weighed considering the political 
atmosphere. The CDU/CSU will approach the 1987 Bundestag elections with such burdens 
for a longer time than it would like to with severe handicaps. 


Press Review 
DW121142 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in German 0605 GMT 12 Mar 86 
[From the Press Review] 


[Excerpt] The press today discusses the decision of the Bonn Public Prosecutor's 
Office to launch preliminary proceedings against Chancellor Kohl on suspicion of 
giving false testimony while not under oath in the Flick affair. 


WESTFAELISCHE RUNDSCHAU notes: The chancellor is facing hard time. The weeks of 
errors and failures vere apparently not enough, now the Bundestag president has 
received a letter from the Bonn justice authority. Kohl's statement that he has 
expected it for a long time cannot eliminate the increasing pressure he is under. 
Regardless of how stable prices are and how pleasant grovth may be, such CDOU/CSU 
politicians as Albrecht and Strauss, whe want quiet to prevail in Bonn out of concern 
for the election results, must feel deeply hurt politically by the new bad news, which 
will have the opposite effect. Thus far the chancellor has been able to rely on his 
deep roots in the party. However, how reliable is that? The CDU/CSU must consider 
him more and more a burden. Many have considered his stolidity and imperturbability 
as strength. However, there is probably a point where imperturbability gives the 
impression of helplessness. 


The Mainz ALLCEMEINE ZEITUNG maintains: Even if Kohl was anticipating the prosecutor's 
investigations calmly, Schily’s action is politically explosive. The outcome of the 
investigation hangs like a damoclean sword over the campaign in Lower Saxony and the 
Bundestag elections. Even if the public prosecutors proceed swiftly, it will probably 
be 2-3 months before a decision is made to file or drop the charges. During that time 
speculation could grow, preparing the ground for insecurity among citizens. 


NEVE RUHR-ZEITUNG stresses: Kohl does not stand indicted, but he is in harm's way 
and could stil! be there in June when the elections in Lower Saxony take place. Tt 
is difficult enough to have an election campaign overshadowed by a pending lawsuit. 
However, there are also those who create rumors and who add various ingredients to 
the investigation dish. For example, personal confidential notes of former Flick 
manager von Brauchitsch, allegedly contain explosive material about Kohl. It was 
said that this material, allegedly kept under lock and key, will be discussed in the 
Bonn land court. Whether that is true or not, merely discussing it is something the 
opposition could only dream of. It would overshadow the original issue of guilt, 
making it a secondary matter, because top-ranking politicians of the involved part ics 
do not give the impression, despite their assurances, of making a cleat sweep of 

it — least of all the chancellor. The Kohl case is becoming « burden {ur the 
coalition. The question comes up as to how great the optimism is in his ranks that 
his party can stand all that unscathed. 
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DKP SEEKS COM@SON FRONT FOR BSUNDESTAC ELECTIONS 





DW111205 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in Cerman 1! Mar 86 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Helmut Loelhoeffel: "DKP Will Not Rum in 1987) Sundestag Elections”) 


[Excerpt] Sonn, 10 Mar -- The DKP will not rum in the 1987 Bundestag elections, but 
will have its candidates run on the “Peace List.” Although a formal decision has not 
been made yet, the intention is clearly wisible in the DEP, and it was confirmed on 
Monday in Bonn by DEP executive board member Ue Enickrehn. 


The “Peace List” federal convention decided this weekend almost unanimously to take 
part in the 1987 Bundestag elections. The DKP, which plays am important role in that 
election alliance and has an executive board spokesman in the person of Knickrehn, has 
agreed to that method and has sssured the “Peace List” of its political and organize- 
tional support. 


The “Peace List” “ants to nominate candidates directly in all 248 Sundestag election 
districts. A spokesman of the federal executive board said at a press conference on 
Monday that an “offensive” will be launched to explore possibilities for “understanding” 
with other “opposition forces.” The aim is to achieve a common “platform” on which 
Greens and Social Democrats will also have a place. 


Greens Reject Cooperation 
0W121145 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLCEMEINE in German 12 Mar 86 p 5 
[Article by "BAN": "Greens Reject Suggestions of DKP and Peace List”] 


[Excerpt] Bonn, 11 March — The Greens federal executive board on Tuesday rejected the 
offer of the DKP-influenced “Peace List™ to cooperate with the Greens in th: Bundestag 
election campaign. The executive board said that it does advocate the view that poli- 
ticians may “in principle” run for the Bundestag on the Greens ticket who are not affil- 
liated with that party. Yet “at the same time, the federal executive board unequi vocal- 
ly rejects the “Peace List” and DKP suggestions to present a common front. There can- 
not and will not be any such alliance for political reasons.” 


GDI NEGOTIATING DELEGATION LEAVES FOR U.S. 





LD121044 Hamburg DPA in German 0932 GMT 12 Mar 86 


{Text} Bonn, 12 Mar (DPA) — The Bonn government delegation to negotiate with the 
United States on an improvement in the exchange of technology and participation by 
German companies in the U.S. space research program, SDI, has flew to Washington today 
(Wednesday). The Federal Government has repeatedly expressed the hope that the negotia- 
tions will be concluded by Easter. 


Evidently strict U.S. demands which could delay the conclusion have caused Federal 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl to write a letter to U.S. President Ronald Reagan. Responsible 
government circles said Kohl reiterated in this letter of last Monday [10 March] the 
familiar German views. These include, in particular, the demand for fairness in the 
use and exploitation of research findings in the SDI program which are gained jointly. 
Also unchanged is the German view that it will not participate in the SDI project on a 


governmental level. 
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Kohl evidently considered his letter to Reagan necessary in order to support the Bonn 
negotiating delegation headed by Lorenz Schomerus, head of the Foreign Trade Department 
in the Federal Economics Ministry. It has also become known in Bonn that Federal 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher intends to become involved again, by explaining 
the German negotiating position once more to his counterpart, George Shultz, directly. 
An opportunity for this could occur at the funeral ceremony fcr the murdered Swedish 
Prime Minister Olof Palme in Stockholz over the weekend. 


Covermment circles in Bonn now do not vant to rule out the possibility, either, thar 

an agreement will be delayed for even longer. There are considerably more problems with 
the negotiations than had been expected. The two sides are currently trying to recon- 
cile several points of their differing texts of the draft agreement. According to 
reliable reports from the goverment side, only the preamble is completely undisputed 
so far. 


A success in the negotiations which could lead to an agreement being ready for signing 
during to the visit to tic FRO of U.S. Defense Secretary Caspar Welaberger, due in 

9 days’ time, is thought improbable in Bonn. Moreover, government circles stressed 

that they knew nothing of Weinberger’s reported wish to be able to sign the agreement then. 


POLISH FOREICN MINISTEP TO VISIT IN APRIL 





LD1O1415 Hamburg DPA in German 1359 GMT 10 Mar 86 


[Text] Bonn, 10 Mar (DPA) — Polish Foreign Minister Marian Orzechowski will be paying 
a 2-day official visit to Bonn on 7 April. It was learned in Bonn on Monday that 
Orzechowski is likely to have meetings with Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl and Federa! 
President Richard von Weizsaecker, in addition to his meeting with Federal Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher. It will be Orzechowski's first visit to a West 
European country. Orzechowski has been in office since last November, he is returning 
Genscher's visit to Warsaw in March 1985. 


MINISTER WINDELEN CRITICIZES SPD POLICY IN GDR 





LD1LOLj.. Hamburg DPA in Cerman 1146 GMT 10 Mar 86 


[Text] Saarbruecken, 10 Mar (DPA) -- In Federal Minister for Inner-German Affairs 
(CDU) Windelen's opinion, SPD sees itself “increasingly as representative of the 
interests of the GDR in the German Bundestag.” In an interview with Saarlaendischer 
Rundfunk (Radio Saarland), Windelen today (Monday) criticized the SPD for forever raisin, 
demands “which not even the SED raises in this fors.” 


In this connection, Windelen criticized SPD opposition leader Hans-Jochen Vogel's demand 
to notify (in writing) instances when the GDR state citizenship is respected. Up to 

the present, according to Windelen, the GDR has not yet notified about its conception 
of state citizenship buthas only clarified it in ~ NEVES DEUTSCHLAND article. The CDR 
does not need the Social Democrats to make demands to the Federal Government. 


SPD DECIDES TO SUSPEND CONTACTS WITH SED 





DW111120 Prankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in German 11 Mar 86 p 4 


[Report by Helmut Loelhoeffel: "SPD Cuts SED Contucts for Election Reasons”) 


[Excerpt] Bonn, 10 Mar — The SPD leadership wants to discontinue its disarmament 
policy talks with the SED this summer as an election tactic, and then resume them next 
year after the Bundestag elections. FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU learned on Monday in Bonn 
that this had been agreed upon in late February by the SPD executive committee out 

of concern that people would fail to distinction the line dividing the SPD and the SPD. 
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FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN BOSTACE CRISIS 





Seurat’s Wife Blames Government 


NC111457 Paris AFP in English 1449 GiT 1l Mar 86 


[Excerpts] Seirut, March 11 (AFP) -- The wife of a French hostage believed to have 
been executed blamed the French Government Tuesday for his death, claiming Paris had 
failed to take fist action that might have saved his life. 


“The (French) Government did not even take the time to quickly verify that these two 
Iragis had not been executed,” Mary Seurat told a press conference. “The government 
took two weeks to realize that they were still alive. In the meantime, my husband was 
assassinated in reprisal for the execution of one of then,” she said. 


Mrs Seurat specifically accused Interior Minister Pierre Joxe, saying he was “on the 
same level” as the Islamic Jihad. “He did exactly the same thing” as the Shi'ite fund- 
amentalist group, she said. “He seat these two (the Iragis) to the gallows. I hold 
Mr Joxe responsible for the execution -- the surder — of ay husband. 


"Mr Joxe had him (her husband) assassinated,” she said. “If he had the slightest self- 
regard, he would have already resigned.” 


Mrs Seurat also blamed French Prime Minister Laurent fabius having remained 
silent. “Since the start of the kidnapping, not a word,” she said. “After Michel's 
execution, he made a statement that was neither here nor there -- a kind of seni-proca- 
tion. “Maybe he wanted to show that France still had a little dignity left,” Mrs 
Seurat added. “But it was a clumsy effort.” 


Demonstration Planned 
LD111853 Paris Domestic Service in French 1700 GMT 11 Mar 86 


|Excerpt) The execution of sociologist Michel Seurat by the Iclzmic Jihad: Mrs Seurat 
openly accuses the French Government, and particularly Interior Minister Pierre Joxe, 
of what she calls an assassination. According to her, administrative slowness was not 
the only cause of the death of her husband. Three days were needed before telephoning 
Tehran, she said; 8 days for the French charge d‘ affaires in Tehran to return to Paris. 
To Marie Seurat, the various ministries are accusing one another, and mistrust one 
another too much. Mrs Seurat believes that the attitude of the French Government, 
which has refused to negotiate with the terrorists, is not the correct one. 


In the French political class there is a sacred wmiion in the face of the blackmail of 
the Hizballah: All, with little exception, have deemed it good to support the Laurent 
Fabus government policy. There is seemingly a consensus not to mix this tragic 
hostage affair with the electora) campaign. 


A great demonstration is due tc be held tomorrow in Paris in solidarity with the French 
hostages in Lebanon. It will take place at 1700 behind the National Assembly. It is a 
unifying demonstration in which the General Confederation of Labor [CGT], the French 

Democratic Confederatican of Labor [CFDT], as well as SOS-Racisme have decided to parti- 


cipate. 
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Envoy*s Efforts; Joxe Bid To Resign 
NC112105 Paris AFP in English 2051 Gt ii Mar 86 


[Excerpts] Seirut, March 11 (AFP) — French envoy Dr Razzah Ra'd Tuesday launched what 
be called “last chance negotiaticns™ here with the kidnappers of four frenchmen whose 
lives were put in jeopardy by Fraere's expulsion to Baghad of two Iraqi dissidents. 


“Either they work or they fail and then it’l]l be 4 catastrophe,” said Lebanese-born 

Dr Ra’d before heading for BSeirut’s azirly Shi'ite southern subur to meet the Islamic 
Jihad fundamentalists holding the hostages. He told journalists that as soon as he had 
heard in Damascus that three photographs had been given to 4 news agency here 
apperentily showing the body of French hostage Miche] Seurath 38, who was kidnapped 10 
wonths ago: “I cancelled ay cthe: seetings with the Syrian authorities and came straight 
here.” 





Meanmvhile, the French weekly magazine CANARD ENCHAINE reported that French President 
Francois Mitterrand had twice rejected the resignation of Interior Minister Pierre Joxe 
over the imbrogglio and that Mr Joxe’s aides did not rule out that the expulsion vas an 


internal sabotage. 


Denise Carton, wife of kidnapped French diplomat Marcel] Certon attacked the French 
Government and predicted “a catastrophe” if negotiations are not conducted 
“effectively.” She said Paris knew that the kidnappers wanted the release of Mr 
Bahktiar’s attackers and said that “one shouldn't let Frenchmen be killed for 
terrorists.” 


Envoys See Biiri, Jihad Figures 
NC121230 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 1130 GT 12 Mar 8 


[Excerpts] Nabih Birri, sinister of state for the south and reconstruction affairs, 
today met with French envoy Serge Boisdevaix and French Cherce d'Affaires Marcel 
Laugel. The talks dealt with the issue of the kidnapped persons, particularly the 
Frenchmen, and the contacts taking place in this regard. 


According to reports today, French envoy Dr Razzah Ra'd conferred with Ulema Shaykh 
Muhammad Husayn Fadlalish this sorning on the question of the French hostages. The 
reports said that Dr Ra'd then resumed his talks with represenciatives of the Islamic 
Jihad organizatior. 


Lawyer's Denial on Iraqi Expulsions 
AU111748 Paris AFP in English 1741 Gt 11 Mar 86 
[Text}) Parts, March 11 (AFP) -- The French lawyer for two expelled Iraqi dissidents 
at the centre of France's hostage crisis vehemently denied Tuesday an accusation by 


the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) that she had failed to act decisively 
to stop their expulsion. 


UNHCR spokesman Leon Davico told the United Nations in Geneva that lawyer Madeleine 
Terrasson mailed asylum requests to the U.N. body from Paris’ Orly airport only after 
the two men, Hamzah Mahdi Fawei and Hasan Khalid al-Din, were already in Baghdad. 
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If the UNBCR had been warned in time, it would have dome everything to stop the 
explusion, Mr Davico said, adding: “There are cases when people have to be woken wt 
in the middle of the night.” 





In response, Mrs Terrasson told ACEWCE FRANCE-PRESSE that Mr Dawico’s remarks vere 
“ccempletely wrong” and said the UNHCR had been “totally informed of the proceedings.” 


S& 2 also told the radio station Europe-l that “the high commissioner did not lift « 
finger throughout this affair.” “I was in comstant contact with the respresentat ive 
of the high commissicner, wno was fully informed of the situation throughout sy race 
against time,” she said. 


LE MONDE Editorial 
PM111635 Paris LE MONDE in French 1] Mer 86 p> ! 
[Editorial: “The Trap”) 


(Text) The jaws of the trap are inexorably closing on the French suthorities, who 
are probably about to live through the most difficult week of the purliamentary tere. 
People in Paris are fully are of this and they do sot rule out the worst. This 
was the message of Mr Fabius" television statement since he could only promise ws, 
in his way, “blood and tears” -- the prime minister spoke of the possibility of « 
“new escalation of wviclence™ -- after refusing to give in to blackmail. 


Indeed, it is difficult to see what developments there could be between sow and next 
Sunday and what negotiations could be successful. Contrary to Roland Dumas" long 

hope, all the indications are that those who have seized the hostages do sot want 
negotiations. Their main aim is to humiliate the president of the Republic, and they 
intend to wee the last few days of the election campsign to achieve their ends. Did 

mot their Tehran masters act in exactly the same way in 1980 and 1981 when they only 
agreed to release the hostages seized in the U.S. Embassy the day Mr Reagan took office’ 


Those who are hiding so unsuccessfully behind the name Islamic Jihad are no longer 
even trying to mislead people. After retecting, at the last sinute in January, the 
considerable concessions Paris had offered them, wiich Damascus was guaranteeing, they 
are now lowdly proclaiming that they are not in the position of petitioners and want 
nothing to do with any French Goverment representative. 


This shows how little can be expected from the sissions to Beirut and Damascus by 

Mr Boidevaix and Mr Servant, two French diplomats. There is no point even ment ioning 
the mission which Mr Bonnefous, their colleague, is dwe to make to Tehran: Signifi- 
cantly, the Islamic regime has still not given him permission to enter Iran. Given 
these circumstances, the French Government has been forced to allow the gysterious 
Dr Ra’d, the only “accepted” envoy, to leave for Ba*labekk again via Damascus. 


The French authorities would be in a less embarrassing position if they had not helped 
set the trap into which they have fallen through their mistakes. The expulsion of 

two Iraqi oppositionists to Baghdad, where no one is now concesiing the fact that 
they face the death sentence, is an extremely seriows mistake since it could have 

been interpreted by those holding the hostages as 4 blatant provocation. 





j Moreover, there is surprise that mo sanctions have wet been taken and that the interior 
sinister can merely state that s ] e 
reasos to regret the fact that the prime sinister did mot see fit to adpit 4 
F 


— 25 
goverament "ss siatokes in this affair on Sunday evening. The relief expressed st the 
announcement that the two oppositionists are still alive is probably understandable, but 
it is mot enough. There is wery little chamce of Baghdad’ greeing to hand its twe 


dissidents back to France. 


The week which is beginning will mot just be di t 
opposition leaders are well aware of this and prefer tt” refrain from commenting before 


they take over. 


PRC SIGNS ACREEMENT TO BUY NUCLEAR EQUIPMENT 





AUIL21245 Paris AFP in English 1223 GW 12 Mar 4 


[Excerpt] Paris, March 12 (AFP) -- China om Wednesday signed « letter of inte Q 
euclear equipment at Days Bay power pliant near Geangrhou, the French company Framat om 
announced here . 


The Preraematome contract, coveriag two 1,000-megawatt omits, is worth 1.3 million dollars, 
ané will tbe formally signed this summer, the compen aid. gineering work is being 
carried out by Electricite de France, the state power suthority. 
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GONZALE? ON NATO REFEREMDU"!, GENERAL ELECTION 





PM121235 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 9 Mar 86 pp 13-15 


[Interview with Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez by Eduardo San Martin, in Madrid -- 
date not given] 


[Excerpt] Questicn: If the “no” vote [in the NATO referendum] wins, you have said 
repeatedly, your goverasent will denounce the Washington Treaty and your parliamentary 
group will agree with that decision. 


Answer: I would not like to commit the parliamentary group, because it would not 
befit me as the executive power, but I believe that this is what it should do. 
As far as the government is concerned, it is absolutely clear. 


Question: You have also said that if you lose the referendum you will not resign or 
dissolve the Cortes. So, from the institutioral viewpoint, events would proceed 
normally. However, it is foreseeable that a parliament with a large majority in 
favor of remaining in NATO could emerge from this year's legislative elections. How 
is the contradiction to be resolved between a parliament legitimized by the people to 
implement its pro-Atlanticist programs and a prior people's mandate contrary to that 
policy with » parliamentary majority? 


Answer: That is resolved very easily under democracy, and it is a situation which has 
frequently occurred. When a people decide by a majority on a specific issue in a 
referendum, the democratic political forces must accept that outcome. They must 

accept it even if their programs advocate something else. I believe that the best 
thing for Spain is to remain in the alliance, and to remain, moreover, on the terms 
that we have stated. But citizens can tel”. me by a majority that "no", that is not 
what they deem advisable, and], as a democrat, must respect the wishes of the majority 
of citizens. Does this mean that I must change my mind? No, but I must respect and 
carry out the majority's wishes, and continue to tell citizens that the most advisable 
thing for Spain is what we have proposed. 


Question: But let us place oursevles at a later juncture. After a netative result 

in the referendum, there are legislative elections in which the majority parties run 
with a pro-Atlanticist program and are elected. Then there is a popular legitimization 
in favor of remaining in NATO subsequent to the referendum. How is that contra- 
diction to be resolved? 


Answer: As the mechanism of the referendum operates, citizens vote on a specific 
issue. The general election will not be held on Spain's staying or rc~ staying in 
the alliance. It will be held on the programs of each of the parties, and the wish 
to belong to the Atlantic alliance may be included within those programs. But what 
cannot be done legitimately is to say that, since that is the wish, you are opposed 
to the majority of citizens who voted for something else. 


Question: So this means that the decision made in the referendum can only be reversed 
by another referendum? 


Answer: In principle, that is so under democracy. And so far it has not been called 
into question in any democratic country. And I am certainly not prepared to call it 
into question in Spain, although there are right-wing political forces which say 

that they will take no heed of the result. 
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GONZALEZ ON REFERENDUM DECISION, DEFENSE 
PM111141 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in Spanish 2 Mar 86 pp 3, 14-15 





{Interview with Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez by Francesco Noy and Roger Jimenez -- 
date not given] 


[Excerpt] [Question] Prime Minister, you are criticized on several sides for having 
changed your mind about the Atlantic alliance, not just since running for prime 
minister, but even during the first months of your term of office. We do not share 
this criticism, in fa:t we consider it praiseworthy for a prime minister to change 
his mind when he realizes that his earlier stances conflicted with the public interest. 
The fact is that until summer 1983 both the prime minister and his deputy stated 
their opposition to Spain's remaining in NATO. Could you tell us how you came to 
change your mind? When did you decide to hold a reierendum on 12 March? 


[Gonzalez] What I would like to do first is comment on your introduction, on your 
own assessment. When I mounted the rostrum of the Chamber of Deputies in October 
1984, to deliver the annual report on the state of the nation we had been in govern- 
ment for almost 2 years and in the Atlantic alliance for 2 and 1/2 years. When on 
that occasion I presented what you referred to as the "10-Point Plan” -- whose first 
point, essential to the debate, established that Spain belongs to the organization 
and that in my opinion it should continue to belong -- the response from all the 
parliamentary groups, except for the four Communist deputies and two more of the 
mixed group (who were not of the Social Democratic Center Party, of course), was one 
of gratitude, praise, and appreciation of the moral courage to have acknol wedged 

and explained a change of opinion. But that was in October 1984. After that things 
deteriorated and the appreciation turned into insults. Nothing has changed since 
1984 with regard to the government's stance, but it must be recognized that these 
things happen in politics sometimes. 


There is another important aspect to the appreciation you expressed. I believe that 
the vast majority of citizens, irrespective of whether or not they agree with a 
certain stance or change of stance, appreciate that the only possible reason for 

this change of stance is the general interest. Therefore, no one can attribute the 
change of stance to any electoral or partisan, still less personal, interests. 


So when I am asked how the change occurred, whether there was a “blinding light" such 
as that St Paul saw at the time of his conversion, I say there was no such moment. 
There was a process of analysis of the circumstances in which Spain finds itself 

in the alliance and there was also -- why not admit it? -- a process of analysis 

of the value which continued alliance membership might or might not have in the 

EEC membership process. There was a process of negotiations with Europe which 
curiously culminated at the very time Europe was embarking on a reform of the 
Treaty of Rome. All that was of a huge political importance difficult to convey, 
inasmuch as Europe, too, is involved in a process of unity and coordination of 
foreign policy and security. So there was no one moment but a process of growing 
acquaintance with the Atlantic alliance and its working rules. And some of my 
doubts, reflected in critical statements about our possible loss of autonamy, more 
as a nation and our international role were dispelled. 


Although some people do not like me to speak so frankly 1 have established an opposite 
stance. We have more autonomy, more international representativeness, and more 
prestige. There is nothing to be done about that! I regret to have to say so, 
because one believes that ideas accumulated during the course of many years must 
correspond to the reality of international politics. But it is not the case, just 

as it is not the case that the peace struggle amounts to no more than shouting. It 
entails hard, gradual, and constant work. The finest and greatest fighters for 

peace include many of my friends and comrades from the alliance, such #« Willy Brandt 
with his Ostpolitik and many other Socialists and Social Democrats. 
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Nex«t I would like to say how absurd it would to be turn our backs on Europe on 12 March 
and remain tied only to the United States (without any value judgments about this 

tie), unable to discuss foreign policy and security with the EC countries. Wo one in 
Spain could understand this. 


[Question] Your change of stance, the event on the road to Damascus [reference to St 
Paul's conversion] coincided with a visit to Washington and an FxC tour in spring 
1983. Did you receive any information crucial to your decision on that occasion? 


[Gonzalez] Wo, no. Of greater psychological importance for me were my talks with Olof 
Palme, representative of Swedish neutrality, of whom I can say for the first time -- I 
have never said this before and I will not say it again -- that ‘f he were in my place 
he would do exactly as I am doing. In any case, during their visits both Palme and 
Sinowatz, Bruno Kreisky's successor in Europe's other neutral nation, clearly expressed 
<O me an idea that I have not succeeded in conveyingto the public, however much I have 
tried. My visit to Washington, my visit to the FRG, and my talks with Mrs Thatcher are 
of less importance to me than my conversations with Nitterrand, from this viewpoint. 
French socialism's view of Western defense is much more open and direct than that which 
I have observed in other countries. It is also said that I have been subjected to 
pressures, but that makes me smile, because irrespective of the European countries’ 
anxiety about our disengagement from a joint peace policy, there is less anxiety in the 
United States. If this external pressure were so great the Popular Alliance would not 
be advocating abstention, in view of its ties with Thatcher, Kohl, and Reagan. 


[Question] The opinion of the majority in the Chamber of Deputies with regard to the 
Atlantic alliance was in favor of continued membership. Why was a referendun, 
necessary, then? 


[Gonzalez] There is a problem which I believe people have refused to understand, though 
this does not mean that I fail to recognize that there are criticisms of the desirability 
or otherwise of holding the referendum, which I believe are acceptable in politics. Less 
acceptable are doubts about the significance of a consultation, of whatever kind and 
however difficult, in terms of the expansion of democracy. It is particularly necessary 
inasmuch as the fear is that the people do not agree with their parliamentary representa- 
tives. This may seem contradictory but is is a very serious point. I am confident 

that, despite the confusion that is unfortunately being introduced, the majority of 

our people will agree with a decision calmly and responsibly adopted by the overwhelming 
majority in the Chamber of Deputies. If not, the fault will lie not with the calling 

of a referendum but in our having failed to adequately represent our people's freely 
expressed aspirations and interests. 


In Britain, Wilson, with a minority within this party and a majorityin Parliament, with 
the Conservatives’ support, held a referendum on continued EC membership, as Denmark 
has just done. But the most important reason is our election pledge, which is a very 
serious matter, especially when it depends on an act of will. One may be committed 

to Spain's joining the EiCor resolving its economic crisis or creating jobs, but things 
may go wrong and the negotiation process may never be completed. If so, honoring 

the commitment depends solely on an act of will -- a “yes” or “no.” 


Can you imagine what kind of situation we would be in with regard to the credibility 

of institutions and the government if I were to mount the Congress of Deputies 

rostrum to announce that I am not going to hold a referendum? Some 70 percent of 
citizens still insist that the referendum be held. You only have to consult newspaper 
libraries to see how many editorials and other items have been written saying that there 
will be no referendun. 
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But all the reasons I have mentioned are less important to me than the one I am going to 
mention now: Spanish foreign policy has never been subjected to public debate or 
public knowledge. One of the major symptoms of Spain's isolation is that foreign 
policy has been an insignificant factor in Spaniards’ social awareness. No government 
can really implement a foriegn policy with resoluteness and determination unless it has 
the awareness of the majority of citizens behind that foriegn policy. If such a 
majority exists we will have settled a debate that as dragged on for a long time and 
will implement a foreign policy backed by a strength such as that enjoyed by Mr 

Shulter in Denmark over the EEC when there were doubts about whether or not the public 
vas with hiz. 


[Question] Is it true that the decision was a personal one by the prime minister and that 
a considerable number of ministers and prominent PSOE members considered the referendum 
inadvisable? 


[Gonzalez] No. My govermment colleagues were very much in favor overall, though this 
does not mean there were no anxieties, not so much about the result as about some degree 
of internal confusion developing without justification. As for the form of the question 
in our referendum, I must say that the substance of the Danish or British referexdum 
questions may have bee: even more difficult to comprehend. 


In Spain the decision is to be made on the basis of three conditions, two of them 
accepted by 95 percent of parliamentarians: not to nuclearize Spain and to negotiate 

a reduction of the U.S. presence. There is cne element which appears to have been 
distorted, concerning integration into the command structure. The opposition has seemed 
committed to showing that we are members of all the alliance committees and that we 
were trying to tell the citizens that we would not join the command structure. But that 
would never justify telling the citizens that they must not vote. There is a principle 
that is well understood: You cannot have an all-or-nothing attitude. 


[Question] If the referendum is over and the “yes” to the three questions has to be 
honored, does that mean that another referendum will be necessary on total military 
integration? 


[Gonzalez] It is very difficult to decide in advance. If in the future a government 
with an alternative program tries to make us join the command structure nobody can deny 
them the right to do so. But a debate in these terms in absurd since national interests 
are not being considered. I am not trying to be jingoistic but I will not be the one 
to place Spanish command under British command in Gibraltar. It is our territory and, 
without embarking on lengthy speeches, let us adopt a dignified attitude toward it. 

We cannot have a British admiral on our territory -- clearly colonized — command ing 


Spanish troops. 


The interview with Prime Minister Gonzalez took place immediately after the special 
parliamentary debate in which the opposition withdrew a motion on guarantees of an honest 
referendum. Although apparently calm, and smiling, he said that the second part of the 
debate should not have been held: “There is no reason for a debate that could in any 
way question the credibility of the functioning of our laws. I do not like that atti- 
tude within the Popular Alliance group.” 


[Question] The temperature seems to be rising among the public, and this has spread 
to intellectuals, who have signed petitions in one direction or another. One important 
factor is the country's internal balance, which could be disrupted by the 12 March 
referendum. Do you not consider this an excessivly high price to pay? 
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[Gonzalez] I would consider it an entirely umacceptable and totally unnecessary price 
to pay, and it must not happen, though I realize that there are some inevitable factors, 
such as «hat I may be permitted to call the political culture of the left or of the 
progressive sectors. It is absolutely essential that it be made clear once and for all 
that you can be a great fighter for peace and progress on the basis of the stances 
accepted in the Atlantic alliance countries. It is difficult to assert that Germany's 
Social Democrats or Italy’s Communists may be considered unsatisfactory from the view- 
point of progressive culture because they believe in good faith that the international 
balance is very important to peace. That the membership of Italy, Germany, France, and 
so forth, is a guarantee of domestic and international , ace, thanks to a progressive 
left-wing intelligentsia that has managed to understand the real situation without over- 
eimplifying it. If any left-wing intellectual in France were to condemn another for 
defending France's security policy, which is fairly tough, no one would understand 

him. 





In Spain we will have to eliminate a childish afflictionwhich can be summed up in the 
following observation: To leave the alliance you do not have to be left-wing or right- 
wing; to stay in the alliance you have to be right wing. It is 4 monstrous over- 
simplification. Thedebate must also be conducted within what we call the progressive 
intelligentsia to make it clear once and for all that the peace struggle is not the 
exclusive property of any group wanting to identify peace with opposition to NATO -- 
a mistake which no responsible person in Europe makes. I do not want the debate to 
become acrimonious but it must take place so that Spain can overcome whatlI have often 
considered an over-simplification of ieft-wingculture, which is merely a legacy of the 
dictatorship. What does being a leftist mean? To be against Franco. What does being 
against Franco mean? To be against Franco and everything that resembles Franco. The 
analysis goes no further than that. They say: Is Moscow opposed to Franco, too? 

Yes, So being a leftist means not being against Moscow because Moscow is against Franco. 
This debate is now obsolete in Europe. The statement of disagreement may be the 
expression of a feeling but not of an intellectual deliberation. 


[Question] You are going to write a letter to the citizens, partly to call for a “yes” 
vote. Do you believe in che efficacy of such gestures? 


[Answer] 1 am going to do my utmost to convey to citizens what I honestly believe 

is best for our country. As long as I do my utmost, I will accept any result. Be that 
as it may, I believe that the citizens will appreciate the information provided to 

the 14 million families who make up our electorate. 


[Question] By the evening of 12 March we will know whether there has been a resounding 
"ves," a virtual draw, or a “no.” What stance will the government adopt in each of 
these different eventualities? 


[Answer] In the first eventuality, which is what I am hoping for and want for the 
citizens’ good, I will ask all the political forces to set the seal on the consensus 
that we have acquired by means of a dialogue since 1984 and that, whatever government is 
in power, this matter be considered settled and resolved, thanks to a responsible 
effort. Of course I will ask those in favor of a “no” -- who are as entitled as anyone 
else to aspire to form a government -- to respect the result and to consider the debate 
closed. If the result is a majority “no,” my obligation as a democrat need not coincide 
with my opinion ona specific matter, and I will adopt within the Council of Ministers 

a decision hat reflects the people's will. It is good for democracy that the voters’ 
will be observed. 


[Question] Prime Minister, what would happen in the event of a draw? 
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[Answer] That is impossible. 


[Question] But would you maintain the same stances if the result were a very close 
one? 


[Answer] Yes. There have been many periods of government when heads of state have 
won elections by 150,000 votes in countries with 50 million voters, yet no one has 
claimed that it should be othervise.... What I would find a serious problem -- from 
the viewpoint of my conscience, though not from the viewpoint of what I must do -- 
would be a low turnout. 


[Question] Are you expecting a small turnout? 


[Answer] I think not. I believe there will be large turnout. I believe that the 
option with the least support at present is abstention. 


[Question] Prime Minister, we do not want to talk about the past. However, of al! 
the criticism made in parliament.... 


[Answer] I was subconsciously thinking about that, talking of memory lapses. There 
are many memories that should be forgotten. 


[Question] Of all the things you mentioned earlier concerning your change of mind, 
there is one which we would like you to tell us about, namely the document which you 
apparently signed in Moscow in 1977. 


[Answer] There was no document, as I made clear at the time. There was no document 
and no pledge of any kind. There was an asseztion of the desire that there should be 
no increase in tension and no increase in the number of countries belonging to the 
blocs. And we expressed a desire that I am going to repeat to you now. I may be 
dominated more by dreams than by cynicism, which is relatively important in politics. 
I do not know if it is more important than dreams, but cynicism does seem to be 
relatively important. I cannot learn the technique of cynicism. But my aspiration 
is that some day there will be a Europe without blocs, a Europe not divided by 
borders, particularly by East-West borders. This aspiration is a dream for me. 

I realize that we will probably have to discuss this again many times and perhaps 
bequeath this debate to our grandchildren. Maybe. But there seems to me something 
noble about struggling for this. I would love there to be no blocs and no more nuclear 


weapons. 
[Question] We all have the dream of Europe that includes Prague and Budapest. 
[Answer] Undoubtedly, and one where tanks do not enter. 


[Question] You know the Soviet Union's latest stance on the referendum, which was 
recently expressed in an article in the newspaper PRAVDA, which seems to hint that 
the USSR wants Spain to stay in NATO -- undoubtedly in order to strengthen the 
European countries as a whole in relation to the Laited States. What is your 
opinion on the matter? 


[Answer] Yesterday I watched a great expert on the Soviet Union, Fernando Claudin, 
discussing this matter with Ballesteros on television, and that was Claudin's inter- 
pretation, but Ballesteros did not support it. I honestly believe that the USSR 
believes that dialogue leading toward detente is helped by the existence of a 
Europe which is strong politically and with respect to security within the alliance. 
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I realize that some supporters of a “no” vote will believe that I am giving them a 
false argument, but for the Sowiet Union Spain counts a great deal more in the 

alliance than outside it. If the USSR, which practices considerable political realisn, 
could whisper in the ears of our Communists, who adopt a stance so different from the 
Italians, Protuguese and French, it would probably do do. [sentence as published] 

Add let it be clearly understood that I am no Sovietologist. I1 have considerable 
difficulty in ipterpreting PRAVDA, since you need to have spent 60 years in the Soviet 
Union; I am not so old and not lived there. 


In the course of the interview, Felipe Gonzalez showed himself hopeful of achieving 
the intended results in the referendum, ¢*spite acknowledging the existence of currents 
opposed to a “yes™ vote in the party and the General Workers Union. 


"The process of assimilation of responsibilit) for a change of stance ia the socialist 
family has been extremely important, effecti+«, and respectful of the party's rules of 
internal democracy, with the exceptions whict: you may care to raise, because there 
are no rules without exceptions. The process took the political forces of the 
European left 16 years, and we have had to accept the digest this in a period of 4, 5, 
or 6 years. This is the reality, and with respect to this reality, I must say that 

Il feel proud of this party, although I will not repeat it, because parties are in- 
Struments at the service of peoples and you must not have possessive feelings. I also 
feel justifiably proud that, when I change, I admit that I am changing my stance, and 
l am sometimes stunned to see people who have changed their stances so much but never 
admit it and sometimes seem to be suffering from loss of memory, as was seen in the 
congress session. I can take calmly being called a convert, because I am sincerely 
grateful for many of the conversions which have occurred, although there may be a 
mayor of some deputy who will say the contrary. 


[Question] What is your opinion of the bishops’ document on peace?’ 


[Answer] 1 find it difficult to express an opinion on stances by the church hierarchy, 
because any opinion creates a false controversy. 


[Question] What distinctions do you draw among the various pacifist currents? 


[Answer] There is a questionnaire from a European women's pacifist group, which has 
submitted a very meticulously drawn up questionnaire to all heads of government. 

There are certain pacifiet movements which realize that the real struggle for peace is 
a complex and stubborn process, a process taking into accou-t balances and defense 
requirements and aspiring to the utopia in which there will be no weapons of any kind 
some day — a utopia to which, I believe, every human being aspires. Some confuse it 
with the absence of military personnal and begin to stray from the serious and meti- 
culous sense of what a pacifist movement is. But to demand that there be no military 
is like demanding that chere be no attorneys. Laswuits do not exist because there are 
attorneys, even though there are litigious attorneys. There are attorneys because there 
are lawsuits, there are doctors because human beings fall ill, and there are de- 
fense systems because this is the only known guarantee for maintaining peace. There 
are very serious and meticulous pacifist movements with a blueprint which struggle 

to win over sectors of public opinion and which, when they advocate disarmament, do 
so for everyone and, when they criticize defense budgets, refer to the world's 

defense budgets. In Spain there is a group which advocates this and another which 
criticizes our defense budgets but which approves of and even applauds other people's 
defense budgets. 
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I want Spain to have a good d«fense system, and I want Spain -- which is a country 
which has renounced aggression and bases its defense and security policy solely on 
deterring others from attacking us — to take its wdernization seriously in accordance 
with our economic needs. 


(Question] When will the electiom be held? 

[Answer] I believe that it should be heid when the legislative term expires. It is 
quite salutary for democracy for a legislative term to expire completely -- something 
that has never happened previously -- even in the event that the “no” vote wins. 


ETA-M CLAIMS CREDIT FOR KIDNAPPING INDUSTRIALIST 





PA121352 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1210 GMT 12 Mar 86 


[Text] San Sebastian, Spain, 11 Mar (EFE) -- The terrorist “ETA-Military” [ETA-™) 
organization today claimed credit for kidnapping Jose Maria Egana, industrialist from 
Guipuzcoa, in a call to a foreign news agency in the Basque region (northern Spain). 


An anonymous caller who said he was speaking for ETA-M attributed the kidnapping to 
this terrorist band by means of a telephone call to the offices of an international 
news agency. He did not release the usual communique, limiting himself to claiming 


credit for the kidnapping. 


The civilian governor of Guipuzcoa (which is one of the Basque provinces) and the 
family of the industrialist told EFE, however, that they did mot know that FIA-M had 


assumed responsibility for the kidnapping. 


The governor asserted to EFE that he was unaware of this claim and stressed that “the 
only thing we know of is the existence of a charge that was filed early this morning 
about Egana'’s disappearance.” 


For her part, a daughter of the industrialist told EFE that they had not received any 
call and “have no news whatsoever about the whereabouts of my father or the identity 
of the perpetrators of this possible kidnapping.” 


Egana, 61, owner of the Krafft automotive parts store, was last seen yesterday morning, 
when he left his home for his office. 
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SCHLUTER ANNOUNCES DiNE CABINET CHANCES 





AU120937 Paris AFP in English 0150 GMT 12 Mar 86 


[Text] ‘Copenhagen, March 12 (AFP) — Denmark's Conservative prime minister, Poul 
Schluter, announced a major restwffle of his centre-right cabinet late Tuesday, with 
changes at the head of eight sinistries. 


The balance of political power was not changed significantly in the 20-member cabinet, 
which includes Conservatives, Liberals, Centrist Democrats and Christian Democrats 
and is dubbed “the four-leaf clover”. 


The ministries effected are interior, social affairs, agriculture, energy, fishing, 
housing, culture and industry. The foreign affairs, economy, finance and defence 
portfolios are unchanged. 


Mr Schluter said in a radio broadcast that the resmffle had been carried out to 
continue Denmark's economic recovery following the “yes” vote in the February 27 
referendum on reforms of tle European Economic Community, which vere previously re- 
jected by the Danish parliament. 


He pointed out that more or less the same team had been in place since Septemoer 1952, 
having been re-elected at parliamentary elections in January 1984. 


The prime minister will present his new cabinet Wednesday morning to Queen Ingrid, the 
queen mother, who is acting as regent while Queen Margrethe is on holiday in Norway. 


The complete list of cabinet members following the reshuffle is as follows: 


Prime Minister: Poul Schluter (unchanged) 

Foreign Affairs: Uffe Ellemann-Jensen (unchanged) 

Finance: Palle Simonsen (unchanged) 

Justice: Erik Ninr-Hansen (unchanged) 

Economy: Anders Andersen (unchanged) 

Interior: Knud Enggaard (formerly energy, takes over from Britta Schall-Holberg, who 
moves to agriculture) 

Environment and Scandinavian Affairs: Christian Christensen (unchanged) 

Education: Bertel Haarder (unchanged) 

Public Works: Arne Melchior (unchanged) 

Social Affairs: Mimi Stilling-Jacobsen (formerly culture, takes over from Elsebeth 
Koch-Petersen) 

Agriculture: Britta Schall-Holberg (formerly interior, takes over from Niels Anker- 


Kofoed) 
Taxes: Isi Foighel (unchanged) 


Greenland Affairs: Tom Hoyem (unchanged) 

Defence: WYans Engell (unchanged) 

Religious Affairs: Mette Madsen (unchanged) 

Energy: Svend-Erik Hovmand (newcomer, takes over from Knud Enggaard, who moves to 
the interior) 

Fishing: Lars P. Gammelgaard (newcomer, takes over from Henning Grove) 

Labour: Henning Dyrehose (newcomer, takes over from Grethe Fenger Moeller) 

Housing: Thor Pedersen (newcomer, takes over from Niels Bollman) 

Culture: M.P. Clausen (newcomer and not a member of parliament. Formerly chairman 
of the Media Commission, he takes over from Mimi Stilling-Jacobsen, who moves to 
social affairs) 

Industry: Nils Wilhjelm (newcomer and not a member of parliament, Formerly chairman 
of the Federation of Danish Industry, he takes over from Ib Stetter). 
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OFFICIAL"S OUSTER SIGNALS LEFT SOCIALIST SPLIT 





PM11134S Copenhagen BERLINCSKE SONDAC in Danish 9 Mar 8 p 11 


{Report by Steffen Kretz and Thorkild Dahl: “Left Socialist Party Political Chairman 
Dismissed”) 


[Text] The Left Socialisi Party [VS] moved closer to a final split as a party at yester- 
day*s central executive committee meeting when the dogmatic left-wing opposition, the 
Voppers [from “venstre™ meaning “left,” and the first two letters of “opposition™] 
succeeded in removing Folketing Deputy Anne Crete Holmsgaard as the party's political 
chairman. 


The revolt has come after the two wings in the party -- the Voppers and the wing in 
favor of negotiation with other parties, the Red Realists, with Anne Grete Holesgaard 
at their head -- have been unable to reach agreement on 4 new common policy on the 
party's attitude to a possible Socialist mcfority in the Folketing. 


“Tere was broad agreement in the central executive that the three Folketing deputies, 
Anne Grete Holmsgaard, Steen Tinning, and Jorgen Lenger, have damaged the party with 
their statements to the press both before and after the special VS congress held to 
discuss the issue,” it was said in a statement after the central executive meeting. 


“The decision to remove Anne Grete Holmegaard from the post of political chairman has 
been taken to preserve VS credibility in the eves of its members, party districts and 
the voters,” it was said after the central executive meeting. 


The decision could be the first toward a split in the party's Folketing group, if Anne 
Grete Holmsgaard and Jorgen Lenger decide to apply to join the Socialist People's 
Party Folketing group. 


Steen Tinning has refrained from chosing sides and in the event of a split the VS could 
continue with only Keld Albrechtsen and Elisabeth Sruun Olesen in its Folketing group. 


PAPER OPPOSES NORDIC COUNCIL SECURITY DEBATE 





PM111405 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE SONDAG in Danish 9 Mar 86 p 16 
[Editorial: “Nordic Council”) 


{Text} After a week's discussions in the shadow of the most dramatic event for decades 
in Nordic politics the Nordic Council has wound up this year's session. Many people 
will ask yet again what has been gained from the many days of discussions. The answer 
must be that the direct gains were, as usual, meager. The Nordic Council is not a 
parliamentary assembly in the sense that a majority can make decisions with a binding 
effect on one country or other. The council cannot dismiss governments and it cannot 
form governments. That is why it is not a parliament, but simply a council. 


Has it then given good counsel? Perhaps. The answer is unclear because the council 
takes the form of internal discussions between parliamentary colieagues from different 
member nations. In the long run this can lead to initia ives in the different parlia- 
ments and thus to new progress in Nordic cooperation. It will continue to be the case 
that Nordic cooperation is a process which moves slowly, but which is by and large 
surprisingly friction-free. 
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Nordic cooperation would suffer damage if it were to concern itself with matters that 
are too wide-ranging to fit under the common umbrella. One such matter is security 
policy. With three countries firmly located in the Western alliance, one country 
neutral and one country in a position of great dependence on the East it is not and will 
not be possible to find a common Nordic path on security policy issues. 


It is therefore regrettable that Anker Jorgensen in his search for alternative platforms 
for security policy debate has sought to draw in the Nordic Council. If he and those 
who think as he does succeed in getting security policy onto the council's agenda, 

this would in all probability lead to a situation in which real differences of opinion 
would begin to make their mark on the council's work — not oniy in the field of 
security policy, but also over a much wider area. For this reason Nordic understanding 
could be much better promoted if security policy — <s has been the case hitherto — 

is discussed in more informal Nordic forums. The council is a fragile construction 
held together by the fact that it is not a decisionmaking but a recommendation-making 
body. But how could such activities be carried out in the field of security polic, 
where they might rightly be seen as unsuitable interference in the affairs of other 
countries -- if, for example, the NATO nations began to interfere in vital Finnish 
affairs? The Nordic Council will continue to thrive best if there is careful sorting 
of the subjects that can be discussed by the council. 


FINLAND 


SKP HEAD VIEWS CPSU TIES WITH ‘CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM" 





PM111549 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 8 Mar 86 p 9 
[Unattributed report: “Aalto Believes in Better Relations”) 


[Test] Finnish Communist Party [SKP] Chairman Arvo Aalto views with cautious optimis= 
the chances of improving relations between the SKP and the CPSU. According to Aalto 
the atmosphere which prevailed during the Soviet party congress creates the possibilicy 
of developing relations in the future. 


At a press conference in Helsinki Friday, 7 March, Aalto said that his discussions with 
the comrades in the fraternal Soviet party were open and comradely and dealt most 
particularly with the future. These discussions were an expression of a many-sided 
willingness to break free of the tension which, because of the SKP's internal situa- 
tion, has disturbed relations between the parties. 


According to Aalto, in its view of relations with fraternal parties the CPSU stresses 
that the communist movement's many forms do not mean splittism and that unity does not 
mean uniformity or interference in the affairs of other parties. 


The most important discussions Aalto had in Moscow were with Vadim Zagladin, who is 
deputy chief of the CPSU International Department. Aalto described the congress itself 
as a historic event. None of the changes the congress implemented is likely to weaken 
relations between the Soviet Union and Finland, Aalto said. 


The congress bore the stamp of Leninism in a convincing way -- that is, of uncompromis- 
ing criticism of what is foreign to the ideals of socialism, Aalto said. “The party and 
Soviet society were subjected to detailed and intense examination, but this happened 
openly and honestly before the eyes of the whole world. Only a basically healthy and 
strong party can manage something like that,” Aalto said. 
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SWEDEN 





RIKSDAC ELECTS INCVAR CARLSSON PRIME MINISTER 





LD121023 Stockholm Domestic Service in Swedish 0900 GMT 12 Mar 86 
[Report by Anders Munkesjo from Riksdag session -- live] 


{Excerpts} ([Munkesjo] Welcome to the Riksdag, where today we are broadcasting live 
the finance debate. In just 4 moment, before the finance debate, the Riksdag will 
elect Ingvar Carlsson as the new prime minister to succerd Olof Palme. This is a 
procedure which, according to our information, will go very quickly, because no 
party has asked to speak. The election will be carried out by pressing buttons. Now 
the Riksdag members have taken their places and the speaker opens the discussion. 


[Rikedag Speaker Ingemund Bengtsson] On Tuesday, 11 March, we proposed that Ingvar 
Carlsson be elected as the ney prime minister. which has been postponed twice. 
[sentence as heard] The Riksiag can decide the proposal either today or at a later 
meeting. Will the Riksdag decide at today's meeting’ 


[Several unidentified speakers] Yes. 


[Bengtsson] 1 find that the Riksdag has decided to vote on the proposal of «4 new 
prise minister at today’s meeting. 


[Unidentified Riksdag official} Those who accept the proposal that Minister Ingver 
Carlsson should be elected as new prime minister, should vote yes. Those who do 
not wish this should vote no. If more than half of the members vote no the Rikedag 
has rejected the proposal. 


[Bengtsson] Is the proposal accepted? The answer was yes, The voting will now 

take place through counting of votes. Ready for voting: yes for accepting the 
proposal, no for rejection. Has the voting been completed’? The answer is affirmative. 
The result of the voting is 178 yes votes; none of the members has voted no. Some 

159 members have abstained. in other words the Riksdag has accepted the proposal 

by the speaker and elected Minister Ingvar Carlsson as prime minister. 


[Munkesjo] Thus Ingvar Carlsson has been elected prime minister. There were 178 

yes votes, zero no votes, and 159 abstentions. This means that the Social Democrats 
and Communists voted yes for Ingvar Carlsson, whereas the right-wing parties wanted 
to emphasize that they do not support the policies of Ingvar Carlsson and the 
Social Democratic Party, but they still think that the election of Ingvar Car! «eon 
was right in principle. 
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THATCHER, BOWE MEET AFCHAN CUERRILIA LEADER 





HK120154 Homg Kong AFP in English 0123 GMT 12 Mar 8% 


[Excerpt] London, March 12 (AFP) — Prine Minister Margaret Thatcher and Foreign 
Secretary Sir Ceoffiey Howe had talks here on Tuesday with an Afghen guerrilla 
leader in an uncharacceristic demonstration of suppoct for a political group engaged 
in violence. 


The official welcome extended to Abdul Haq, whose 5,000 men of the HBezb-e Eslani Party 
operate in the Kabul region, drew criticism from a section of the opposition Labour 
Party on Tuesday. The visit was also denounced -- albeit on differen: grounds -- 
Tuesday night by the Soviet news agency TASS. 


Sic Ceoffrey told Mr Hag that Britain would “continue to take every opportunity to 
press for a negotiated settlement...and the withdrawal of Soviet troops”. However, a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman made clear that Sritish support would take the form of 
“humanitarian aid” only and would not include ars. 


A group of Labour Party members of Parliament criticised the meetings in a House of 
Commons motion charging that it ran counter to the government’s principle to avoid 
comtact with movements using viclence to schieve political ends. They recalled that 
in the name of this principle, London has always refused to deal directly with t'« 
Palestine Liberation Organisation or the anti-spartheid Africam Bational Congress of 
South Africa. 


The motion said Mr Haq’s group had claimed responsibility for a bomb blast in 
September 1984 at Kabul Airport in which at least 28 people had been killed. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITEE CRITICIZES NUCLEAR INDUSTRY 





LD120731 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 0516 GMT 12 Mar 86 
[By PA science correspondent Richard Woodman! 


[Text] MP*s today published a damning report on Britain's nuclear industry — and 
singled owt the Sellafield reprocessing plant for special criticism. The controversial 
Cumbria plant was the “largest recorded source of radioactive discharge in the world 
and, as a result, the Irish Sea is the most radioactive sea in the world, said the 
Commons Environment Committee. “That the UK, with a comparatively small nuclear 
industry, should be so dramatically out of step is a cause for concern.” 


Sellafield had become a by-word for the dirty end of the industry in the nuclear world. 
From the 1957 fire to the contamination of beaches in 1983, the impression it conveyed 
was one of error and misjudgement,” the all-party committee said. 


The MP*s warned that radioactive traces from the reprocessing plant could be identified 
in fish as far away as Sweden. They added that resesrchers were beginning to find 
“higher than average” concentrations of radioactive particles in the organs of animals 
in the Sellafield region. The report calls for reductions in the permitted levels of 
discharges into the sea and for a full analysis of the costs of reprocessing spent 
power station fuel compared with the costs of storing it. Evidence to the committee 
showed that stockpiling of uranium seemed to be an economic alternative to reprocessing. 


British Nuclear Fuels and the Energy Department |BNFL) are urged to prepare and publish 
a detailed analysis of the financial consequences of abandoning the new Thorp repro- 
cessing facility being built at Sellafield. About 350 million pounds has been spent so 
far on Thorp. Sut the MP's said construction should be halted if the studies showed it 
did not warrant continuation. 
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Turning to the suclear industry generally, the MP"s called for zreater public ecccent- 
ability and what they called a “Rolls Rovce™ solution to win back peovle’s trust. The 
aiz should be to exeure the industry did evervthing scientifically. thorouchly amd 

based on careful research. The extra cost would be significantly lees than a 1 peroent 
rise in electricity prices. The report warned: “The industry's act‘as elee vill 
convince the public, act its words. The disorder of the Sellafield site, the crudeness 
of waste disposal at Drigg, the remoteness of the Nirex waste disposal body -- these 
have created far sore damage than any amount of facts, figures and pr work vill ever 
repair.” People’s fear of auclear radiation had developed into «a deep-rocted anxiety -—- 
and this was at the heart of the industry's probler. 


The MPs. who tock evidence fram many people and organisations on the problems of dis- 
posing of raedicective waste, slated the low-level weste Gump at Oriee « few niles dean 
the coast fram Sellafield. They said it was “Wholly unsatisfactory that westes ore 
treated as being suitable for disposal at Drigg purely om the basis of their source, 
with a rough check on the total radicactivity of a dav*s worth of material dumped, 
rather than on the basis of an analysis of their cam ents. 





“The current practice has the double disadventag of adding emecessarily to the volume 
of waste and of letting through dangerous long-lived and toxic raedicnuctides (radic- 
active particles). 


"If the aonitoring of the stream did ome day reveal too high a level of radioactivity 
in the water iseuing from Drigg it is difficult to know what SNFL would do about it. 
With nothing labelled, nothing recorded, pinpointing the offending waste would be 
virtually tepossible. Just how haphazard the filling of the trenches appears to be is 
demonstrated by fires which have occured there.” 


On whether spent suclear power station fuel should be reprocessed or stored at the 
stations, the report says the cost of reprocessing to obtain uranius are greater than 
the costs of the rew material. “Given the very low price of uranium, stockpiling for 
many years ahead seems to be an economic alternative to reprocessing.” 


Gme argument for reprocessing spent fwel is that it is the only way to obtain pletonian. 
But the MP’s said they were not concerned with the need for silitary plutonium and that 
in any case plutonium fram civil reactor spent fwel was not ideal for weapons purposes. 
Plutoniam is also needed for so-called fast-breeder reactors like the srototype at 
Downreay on Scotland's north coast. But the report said: “It will be at least 30 years 
before fast breeder reactors are commercially competitive vith conventional thermal 
reactors and probably very such longer. 


"It is not safe to justify Thorp on the basis of an experimental fast reactor programme 
which may or may not become commercially successful sometime in the next century.” 


The policy of diluting and dispersing radioactive waste instead of containing was also 
criticised in the report. The over-riding worry about dilution and dispersal is un- 
certainty. 


"A common theme in evidence to the committee was that we do not know enough sbout what 
happens to radioactive substances once they are released and what their lone-term 
effects might be,” said the MP's. “It may prove in centuries to come that we have been 
over-cautious — that the low levels we are talking about are not significant and the 


health consequences are negligibiec. 


"Conversely the reverse may be true, and the release of even very small amounts of long- 
lived and dangerous radionuclides into our environment today will prove to be seriously 
hareful in a 100 years time when it will be too late.” 
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LISSARIDHIS LEAVES FOR 2-DAY VISIT TO ATHENS 





NC121126 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1000 CMT 12 Mar 86 


[Text] House of Representatives President Vasos Lissaridhis left for Athens today 
on a 2-day official visit. He will be the guest of Ioannis Alevras, president of 
the Greek Chamber of Deputies. Lissaridhis will have talks with the president and 
other officials of the Greek Chamber, and will be received by President Khristos 
Sartzetakis and Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou. He will also meet with party 
ieaders and their spokesmen in the Chamber. 


KHARAVYI URGES ACTION ON SOVIET PROPOSALS 





NC120811 Nicosia KHARAVYI in Greek 12 Mar 86 p 3 
[From the "Views and Comments” column: “Constant Support”] 


[Text] At the meeting of the UN Human Rights Commission, which examined the question 
of human rights throughout the world, it was again easy to see who Cyprus’ true 
friends are. The socialist countries, headed by the Soviet Union, and the member 
states of the nonaligned movement strongly supported the restoration of the sovereignty 
and integrity of the Republic of Cyprus; they demanded the withdrawal of the 
occupation troops and the restitution of the Cypriot people‘s rights, and called for 
the issue to be settled on the basis of UN resolutions. They also condemned the 
declaration of the so-called Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 4s well as every 
secessionist action against the island. 


During discussion, reference was made to the Soviet proposals, which have been 
described by all friends of freedom and justice as sound, fair, and realistic, and 

are based on generally accepted principles adopted by the United Nations. All parties 
in Cyprus have repeatedly stressed that these proposals must be utilized to the 
greatest possible extent, and this must be done as soon as possible. However, we feel 
that the Cyprus Government has not acted in this regard as it should. The mere ex- 
pression of appreciation is not tantamount to utilization. Some time has passed since 
the proposals were submitted, but we have not noted any decisive move on Cyprus’ part. 
This is despite the fact that the Soviet ambassador has declared that the Soviet Union 
will not remain inactive but will work for the implementation of its proposals. 


As was recently stated, a high-level AKEL delegation will shortly leave for Moscow to 
discuss ways of promoting the Soviet initiative. But the first requirement is for 
the Cyprus Government, which has responsibility for dealing with the United Nations 
and other international organizations on the Cyprus issue, to become active. Thus, 
it must move decisively in every direction so that the maximum benefit may be drawn 
from this sincere Soviet interest. 


DENKTAS CRITICAL OF UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 





TAL11300 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in English to Cyprus 1215 GMT 11 Mar 86 


[Text] The UN Human Rights Commission meeting in Geneva has recognized to a repre- 
sentative of the Greek Republic of southern Cyprus the right to speak on behalf of 
Cyprus, and this by itself is enough to prove that the commission is misinformed about 
the realities of the Cyprus problem, said President Denktas. 
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Talking to newsmen in Nicosia this morning, the president of the Republic pointed out 
that the unjustified recognition of the Greek Cypriot Administration as the legal 
government of the whole of Cyprus was an act committed against humanity and unbecoming 
of the Human Rights Commission. Mr Denktas expressed the hope that sooner or later the 
UN Human Rights Commission will realize that it is being deceived and misled by a 
government which, for decades, has been doing everything in its power to destroy the 
bicommunal character of the Cyprus Republic and deprive the cofounder Turkish Cypriot 
people of its legal and legitimate rights. 


Mr Denktas said that it was particularly regrettable that Bulgaria, with its ow record 
of human rights and the treatment meted out to the Turkish minority in the country, 
would be allowed to address the meeting on the subject of human rights. Mr Denktas 
said that it was natural that the racist Bulgarian Government would support another 
racist administration such as the Greek Cypriot Government. 





The commission, a UN organ, President Denktas stated, has been allowed to be used as 
a platform for condemnation of Turkey which had only used its legal and contractual 
rights to defend the independence of Cyprus and save it from annexation by Creece. 


SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICIALS VISIT DPP'S KOTAK 





TA111215 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 1130 GMT 11 Mar 86 


[Text] A delegation composed of two officials of the Soviet Embassy in Cyprus visited 
the offices of the Democratic ' eople's Party [DPP] yesterday and held talks with DPP 
leader Ismet Kotak, DPP Secretary General Ahmet Atamsoy, and Assistant Secretary 
General Erten Kasimoglu. It has been announced that views were exchanged on the 
subjects of the recent 27th CPSU Congress held in Moscow, the Soviet stand on nuclear 
disarmament, changes in Soviet socioeconomic policies, and attempts to open up to 
the world. 


ATAKOL, CNURHAN COMMENT ON LONDON TALKS 





TA272100 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 2030 GMT 27 Feb 86 


[Text] Foreign Affairs and Defense Minister Kenan Atakol and Trade, Industry, and 
Energy Minister Erdal Onurhan, who concluded their contacts in London, returned to 
Cyprus via Istanbul at 2125 today. In a statement at Ercan [Tynbou] State Airport, 
Atakol announced that his talks had been very satisfactory and that he left London with 
positive impressions. He noted that the view of promoting the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus and according equal treatment to the Turkish Cypriot community is being 
more and more widely acknowledged and supported. In his statement, Onurhan also said 
he is pleased with his contacts, expressing the belief that his inquiries on exporting 
fresh produce to London will yield positive results. 
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HALEPOGLU BRIEFS ASSEMBLY ON CYRIAN PREMIER'S VISIT 





TAL11902 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1/00 U Mar 86 


[Text] Foreign Minister Vahit Halefoglu has said that the first visit between Turkey 
and Syria at the prime ministerial level represents a new starting point in bilateral 
relations between the two neighboring countries. Halefoglu was briefing the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly on the recent visit to Turkey by Syrian Prime Minister ‘Abd 
al-Ra‘uf al-Kasm. Noting that the visit allowed bilateral relations to be reviewed in 
a constructive and open-minded atmosphere, Halefoglu said that political, economic, 
security, and water issues were discussed at the talks. Pointing out that there are 
circles opposed to a rapprochement between Turkey and Syria and that these circles 
are exacerbating the existing problems, Halefoglu said: These circles might prefer 
two prejudiced, distrustful, and weak neighbors to two strong ones. Thus, the govern- 
ments of these two countries should approach the problems rationally, realistically, 
and with farsightedness in order to solve them. As a matter of fact, we have assessed 
Al-Kasm's visit to Turkey within this framework. We view his visit to our country, 
accompanied by an important delegation, as a confirmation of Syria's desire to develop 
bilateral relations. 


Halefoglu said that the most important problem between Turkey and Syria is that of 
security. He added that as a result of contacts held, there has been a partial 
decrease in illegal entries into Turkey and a decrease in terrorist activities 

directed against Turkey. Halefoglu said: During this visit the two sides expressed 

the desire to transform the 900-km joint border into one of the friendship and good- 
neighborliness, to help one another regarding border security, and to exchange informa- 
tion on this issue. The two sides also declared that they agree on principle not to 
permit activities within their territories that are directed against one another. 

The constructive attitude adopted by Syria during this visit is encouraging from the 
viewpoint of bilateral cooperation in this field. 


Halefoglu said that Turkey has no intention of depriving its neighbors of water 
supplies, that it attaches great importance to its neighbors’ interests, and that it 
wants to continue cooperating on regional water supplies. He noted that all these 
points were made clear during the meetings. 


Concluding his address, Halefoglu said: It is a fact that this visit has opened a new 
ohase in bilateral relations. From now on sincerity and a constructive and understand- 
ing attitude by the two sides will govern relations between the two countries. He added 
that the Syrian gesture of appointing an ambassador to the Syrian Embassay in Ankara, 
which has remained vacant for a long time, was received positively by Turkey as an ex- 
pression of Syria's determination to develop its relations with Turkey. 


PRESIDENT EVREN MEETS WITH IRAN'S BESHARATI 





TA1L1L1139 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1100 GMT 11 Mar 86 


[Text] Besharati, the Islamic Republic of Iran's Foreign Ministry under secretary, 
called on President Kenan Evren at Cankaya Mansion in Ankara today. A statement by the 
Presidential Press and Public Relations Department says that Besharati presented Fvren 
with a written message from Iranian President Seyyed ‘Ali Khamene'i regarding the 
recent developments in the area and expressing his best wishes. 
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NETHERLANDS 





COURT PROCEEDINGS ON CRUISE MISSILES BECIN 





AU111426 Paris AFP in English 1416 GMT 11 Mar 86 


[Excerpt] The Hague, March 11 (AFP) — A court here opened proceedings on Tuesday in 
the case of 19,548 people seeking a ban on the installation of 48 North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) cruise missiles on Dutch soil, versus the Netherlands. A spokes- 
man for the “Ban the Missiles” organisation representing the plaintiffs said the 
initial hearing had to be relayed to other rooms at the courthouse in The Hague and to 
a nearby music conservatory when some 500 people turned up at the court-room capable 
of holding only 150. 


The hearing will be closed tomorrow, and a tribunal which has been specially set up for 
the case will then begin deliberations. A decision is expected within six months, the 
spokesman said. 


PORTUGAL 





PIRES DE MIRANDA, AUSTRIA’S GRATZ CONFER 





AU111531 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in Gerran 11 Mar 86 p 1 


[Excerpt] On Sunday, 9 March, Foreign Minister Leopold Gratz took advantage of his 
stay in Lisbon on the occasion of the inauguration of new Portuguese President Mario 
Soares to hold several political talks. His meeting with his Portuguese counterpart 
Pedro Pires de Miranda focused on questions of European integration. Pires de Miranda 
stressed Portugal's firm intention to remain open, even after its accessiontothe EEC, 
with regard to the concerns of the EFTA states, and to further develop its relations 
with these states. 


EANES TO LEAD PRD PARTY AFTER LEAVING OFFICE 





LD062255 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 2100 CMT 6 Mar 86 


[Text] Outgoing President Ramalho Eanes will assume the leadership of the Democratic 
Renewal Party [PRD] after finishing his term of office, the Portuguese news agency 
NOTICIAS DE PORTUGAL said today in a dispatch from Guinea Bissau, quoting Joaquin 
Letria, who arrived in Bissau today from Lisbon as Eanes’ special envoy to five 
Portuguese-speaking African countries. Letria said his mission has the support of 
Prime Minister Cavaco Silva. 


According to Letria, President Ramalho Eanes has told his counterparts in Portuguese- 
speaking African countries that they can count on him in the future in matters con- 
cerning bilateral as well as international relations. Letria said the PRD is to devote 
special attention to Africa so that the Portuguese people do not forget that they 

have obligations towards the Portuguese-speaking African countries. 


Eanes' special envoy travels tomorrow to Sao Tome and Principle, and later to Angola 
and Mozambique. 




















